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a part of it Moral habits grow undei given conditions. They conespond to a given degree of temptation When men are removed into situations where the use and wont of their fathers no longer meets their necessities , where new opportunities are offered to them, where their opinions are broken m upon by new ideas, where pleasures tempt them on every side, and they have but to stretch out their hand to take them , rnoial habits yield under the strain, and they have no other resource to fall back upon Intellectual cultivation brings with it rational inteiests Knowledge, which looks before and after, acts as a restraining power, to help conscience when it flags The sobei and wholesome manners of life among the early Romans had given them vigorous minds in vigorous bodies The animal nature had grown as stiongly as the moral nature, and along with it the animal appetites, and when appetites burst then traditionary restraints, and man in himself has no other notion of enjoyment beyond bodily pleasure, he may pass by an easy transition into a mere powerful brute And thus it happened with the higher classes at Rome after the destruction of Caithage Italy had fallen to them by natural and wholesome expansion, but from being sovereigns of Italy, they became a race of imperial conquerors Suddenly and in comparatively a few years after the one power was gone which could resist them, they became the actual or virtual ruleis of the entire circuit of the Meditenanean. The southeast of Spam, the coast of France from the Pyienees to Nice, the north of Italy, Illyna and Greece, Sardinia, Sicily, and the Greek Islands, the southern and western shores of Asia Minor, were Roman provinces, governed diiectly under Roman mag-